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No Matter Who We’re With 
Written by Robert Vescio 

Illustrated by Cheri Scholten 
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1. Introduction: 
 
Synopsis: 
 
No Matter Who We’re With is a reassuring story about the lives of two children whose 
parents are separated. Even though the parents live apart, one thing is certain: they are 
always loved. 
 
The story is written from the perspective of the children – whose lives have been 
altered but who are now happy with their new routine. Even though their parents no 
longer live together in the same house, they are still able to do all the family things 
they used to do when they lived together. The children learn to cope with transitioning 
back and forth each week between their parents’ homes. Over time, they learn to cope 
with their feelings and realise that they can still do all their family things with both 
their mum and their dad, even though they don’t live together anymore. 
 
Application and general recommendations: 
 
This story will help other children living in a ‘split’ family to know that a loving 
family can still exist, even if their parents are separated and live apart. Today many 
families don’t fit the traditional image of mum, dad and a couple of children. Some 
develop into single parent families after separation/divorce, and many involve a mix 
of stepchildren and stepparents. Living in a family that’s splitting up can be stressful 
for children. The author’s hope in writing this picture book was to give children a 
chance to voice their fears. 
 
We recommend reading this book aloud to groups of pre-school or primary school 
children for group discussion. The story has few words, and is told in an easy-to-read 
narrative that kids can read and enjoy on their own or as a read-aloud narrative. 
 
Humour can sometimes be a good way to deal with difficult situations, and the 
comfortingly-told story and amusing illustrations by Cheri Scholten can be a useful 
cause for humour when reading and discussing this story. 
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2. Discussion Questions: 
 

1. This story is all about families. Who is in your family? 
a. Spend some time talking about mums, dads, brothers, sisters, aunts, 

uncles, and other family members. Encourage children to think about 
who makes up their families. 

b. When you think about the word family, does this also mean your pets? 
 

2. Are all families the same? 
 

3. Where do families live? Do all families live in houses? Can some people be 
part of your family and still not live at your house? 

 
4. Discuss what it must be like for the children in the book (and other children) 

to have parents that live apart. Strike up conversations about what it’s like to 
have two homes when parents divorce.  

 
5. When parents divorce, children can have many different feelings.  Name some 

of those feelings. 
a. Sad 
b. Lonely 
c. Angry 
d. Confused 
e. Anxious 
f. Afraid 
g. Stressed 
h. Guilty 
i. Relieved 
j. Scared 

 
6. How do your family members show you that they love you? How can you 

show your family members that you love them back? 
 

7. Discuss the illustrations in No Matter Who We’re With. Cheri Scholten’s 
illustrations sometimes give hints about the negative side of separation and 
divorce, and shows some areas of the children’s new lives that are not ideal. 
What are some examples of this from the book? 

a. The children missing the other parent they’re not with. 
b. The boy looking sad that he won’t be able to come back tomorrow to 

swim because he’ll be at dad’s. 
c. Not having their favourite book to read before bed, because it’s at the 

other parents’ house. 
 

8. This story says that you can have fun hanging out with your parents, even 
during difficult family circumstances. What are some of the fun things you 
like to do with your family? 

 
9. Why do you think the children in the story don’t have any names? 
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10. Did you know that the author, Robert Vescio, has kids? Why do you think he 
decided to write this book? 

 
 
 
3. Classroom Activities: 
 

1. Ask each child to draw a picture of their family. 
a. Talk about what a family is. Today the word ‘Family’ has many 

meanings that go beyond the traditional formula of mother + father + 
children. 

i. What other families are there? 
1. Divorced families 
2. Interracial 
3. Adopted children 
4. Only children without siblings 

 
2. Ask each child to draw a picture of something they do with their Mum or Dad. 

Then have them write about it. 
 

3. Ask each child to draw a picture of their room at their house, and if they 
happen to have two homes like the children in the book, then to draw both 
rooms. 

 
4. Play the “I’m going to…” game, using different members of the family: 

a. Students sit in a circle. 
b. One person starts: “I’m going to the park, and I’m going to take my 

Grandma.” 
c. The next person then adds to that with another family member: “I’m 

going to the park, and I’m going to take my Grandma, and my dog.” 
d. The third person then adds another family member, and so on and so 

forth: “I’m going to the park, and I’m going to take my Grandma, and 
my dog, and my Uncle Harry.” 

 
5. Spot the Cat! 

a. Spot the cat in the book. How many times does it appear? And which 
parent does the cat belong to? 
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4. Key Themes and Messages: 
 
Themes: 
 

1. Family; 
2. Change in situation / change in routine; 
3. Childhood; 
4. Separation and divorce; 
5. Parents; 
6. Fun times and activities. 

 
Messages: 
 
The book shares a positive message. It’s simple, and encouraging enough for a toddler 
and the very young to help dispel any fears of losing their parents to separation or 
divorce. The family warmth is the attractive part in the story – this is still a loving 
family, and the children receive the same amount of love as always, even if their 
parents happen to live in two different houses. 
 
However, it also deals with some rough edges. It aims to convey the reality that living 
in a split family is generally not preferable to living in a two-parent home, which an 
older school-aged child would already understand. 
 
Most importantly, the story addresses the fact that the children have a place and home 
with each parent. It’s not scary or unknown. The two children’s lives have been 
shaken up and rearranged, but they have fallen happily into their new pattern. It’s a 
life that a child at any age will be able to understand. 
 
5. About the Author and Illustrator: 
 
Robert Vescio wrote No Matter Who We’re With following his separation in 2008. 
As a parent of two children, he wanted to write a story that would not only help his 
children but also other children cope with the changes experienced when parents 
separate. 
 
He says: 

‘Separation affects everyone including extended family and special occasions, 
such as birthdays, Christmas and holidays. It’s important to put the needs of 
your children first. Many children living in a split family will be able to relate 
to the book and realise that they are not alone – they are not the only ones 
whose parents don’t live together and that’s okay!’ 

 
Cheri Scholten has travelled to many places in the world, and finally found a home in 
Melbourne, Australia. The journeys and the little things in life are the ingredients to 
her work, transporting the observer to a warm fuzzy place. Cheri is a regular 
contributor to Sydney’s Child and Melbourne’s Child, among many other publications. 
Her achievements include being published in Lurzer’s Archive 200 Best Illustrators 
Worldwide 09/10, and numerous nominations for the Desktop Create Awards. 
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Activity Sheet #1 
 

Word Search 
 

No Matter Who We’re With 
 
 
Fill in the missing words in the story. Then find all the underlined words in 

the puzzle. 
 
 

s w c l o v e p m s 
z e j d g h l n x k 
l k i e d m i s s y 
w q f m m a v u v p 
a s h o u s e s d w 
w j o d m x r o l z 
h r c u c h d d u x 
o o r a x q a m o f 
g y b z r c d i c u 
x l a u g e e d h n 

 
 
We love our _ _ _. And we love our _ _ _.  

They take very good _ _ _ _ of us, no matter _ _ _ we’re 
with. 
 It’s _ _ _ to be with Mum and Dad, even though they  
_ _ _ _ in different _ _ _ _ _ _.  
 We _ _ _ _ Mum when we’re with Dad and we miss Dad 
when we’re with Mum. 
 But _ _ still have fun and lots of _ _ _ _. 
 

 
 



NO	  MATTER	  WHO	  WE’RE	  WITH	  TEACHER’S	  NOTES	   7	  
 

Activity Sheet #2 
 
These words appear in the book, but their letters have been jumbled. 
Unscramble the letters to work out what they are. 
 
 
1. AUGHL 
 
 
2. RDANEG 
 
 
3. WALN 
 
 
4. OPLO 
 
 
5. MTIDEBE 
 
 
6. CAEBH 
 
 
7. STOORESC 
 
 
8. MVOEIS 
 
 
9. PCOPNRO 
 
 
10. PUCKACES 
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Activity Sheet #3 
Copy the Picture 

 
Using the grid below as a guide, can you draw the teddy bear? 

 
     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 
 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 


